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Happy New Year to all 

our Members! 

 

TENNIS UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 

American Tournament 

Monthly American Tournament on Sunday 29th 
January - time 5.00 to 7.00 p.m. with a cup of tea 
and chat afterwards and of course prize giving.  We 
had a great turn out last time – 26 members – so 
please get your names down again. 
  

Turkey Tournament 

Well it took us a while to get started as the weather 
was appalling and first of all we went from 
postponing the Men and then calling  
everyone back for the afternoon and so the 
Women’s and Men were played the same time.   
We had in total 36 players which was fantastic.  
Lovely Xmas get together afterwards with mince 
pies, sandwiches, mulled wine and a roasting fire. 
  

 
Winners in the Ladies Section:- Collette Noone & 
Sarah O’Malley, Runners up:- Sarah Hughes and 
Richelle Hynes. 
 
Winners in the Mens Section:- Philip Ryan & Gerry 
Smyth, Runners up:- Francis O’Connell & Raphael 
McCarron. 
 
Tennis Club Night 
 
Club Night (Wendesday) has been postponed during 
the Winter Season and will recommence after 
Easter 2012. 
  
Christmas Party 
 
Unfortunately the Christmas Party did not take 
place on the 16th December due to lack of numbers 
so we are anticipating a Quiz Night with a few drinks 
in January in the Bar. 
The tennis committee is holding is first meeting for 
2012 on Monday, 9th January and at that time we 
shall discuss the Quiz Night, Ladder and idea of new 
events and get togethers. 
  
Suggestions/Observations/Comments: 
If there is anything that you would like to air to me 
regarding the tennis section of the club please do 
not hesitate to email me at 
galwayltc@gmail.com and I promise to follow up 
and respond to you. 
  
Thank you 
Kathleen Glynn -Tennis Captain 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1mf820tdru8y0/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=galwayltc@gmail.com


              Jan 12 Tales from the Tennis Courts 

Unfortunately for many of us December continues 
to be the off-season for GLTC tennis players as 
heavy rain made the courts unplayable(certainly on 
Tuesday Nights) and as we got closer to Christmas, 
fires went on earlier (you started a trend Raphael) 
and I could sense the relief in replies to my texts 
cancelling play. Some of us did however manage to 
play the Turkey Tournament and after a less than 
Federesque performance I will probably see if Eoin 
Brennan wants to head to Eddie Rocket’s on 
Christmas Day though that will probably be more 
expensive than cooking the bird as Eoin will 
probably insist on dessert (You’ve guessed that I am 
writing this early as the Editor demands that articles 
are in on time….thanks Richelle). 
 I am sure that you have all made New Year 
Resolutions to get fitter and play more sport after 
overindulging throughout the holidays (hope I 
didn’t offend any of ye by generic reference). When 
I’m not on a court to occupy my competitiveness I 
often come up with predictive games and this year’s 
one is a real test your knowledge beauty. Early in 
December I e-mailed various club members seeking 
predictions of the winners of all 4 slams, the 
Olympics and the year-end Masters events in both 
the Men’s and Ladies tours. The Editor is thinking up 
a special prize for the person who accumulates the 
most points throughout the 2012 season. The 4 
contestants who made the deadline are Neil 
McLoughlin, Dermot Flatley, Mark Smyth and Donal 
McGoldrick. What a combination: A tennis coach 
cum flamboyant tennis player, a 
dual(Badminton&Tennis) sport champion, ex-Tennis 
Captain& Club Champion and a multi-capped 
International Tennis Player…….. Could I have got 
better opinions anywhere? Looking through the 
predictions I can tell you that Kvitova is going to 
have a very busy year chasing all 4 slams on the 
Ladies tour while the big 4 are still going to be the 
ones to beat in the Men’s game The rules are that 
you pick a winner (10 points), a runner-up (5 points) 
and an outside bet (8 points) for each event. The 
outside bet must be outside the big 4 in the Men’s 
game but due to the unpredictability of the Ladies 
game in recent times there are no limits for the 
outside bet. That’s probably why Donal McGoldrick 
chose not to gamble in that event! So here are the 
predictions for Australia in January 12: 
Expert             Winners                Runners-Up     Outside Bets 
 
Neil McL       Federer&Kvitova    Djocko&Serena    Del Potro&Li Na 
 
Dermot F      Djocko&Kvitova    Nadal&Azarenka   DelPotro&Serena 
 
Mark S          Djocko&Clyjsters  Murray&Kvitova     Tsonga&Serena 
 
Donal McG    Federer                   Murray                     Fish 
 
Mike G          Nadal&Kvitova    Djocko&Wozniacki   Tsonga&Serena                     

 
It will be interesting to monitor this throughout the 
year and see how accurate our forecasters are. 
Here’s hoping that the cleaning job on the tennis 
courts gets under way early in January and that 
soon all our courts are fully utilised again. I look 
forward to not receiving a court report from Charlie 
O Connell on Tuesday afternoons and also I hope 
not to have to send the dreaded play abandoned 
text so frequently. I think I know now how the 
Tournament Referee at Wimbledon must feel 
during the rainy season. Still it could be worse they 
could be covered in ice. On that note I’d like to wish 
you all a Happy New Year but I’m not into all that 
Happy New Year stuff. As my old pal Eurovision Lege 
Johnny Logan sang ‘What’s another year’? (I 
preferred ‘Hold me now’.) So if we meet, let’s 
pretend that you have already wished me A Happy 
New Year and I’ll wish you Many Happy Returns…. 
on the courts. 
Mike Geraghty (mgwords.com) 
PS. Congrats to Jennifer Hegarty on winning a 
Galway Sport Star Award. It’s terrific to see role 
models like Jennifer and last year’s winner Marion 
Hanley being acknowledged for their contribution 
and achievements in their chosen sports.   
PPS. The ever-modest Micheal O Morain points out 
that he was never Badminton Captain (I blame the 
Editor for putting that in the December Newsletter 
Micheal) but Dermot Flatley assures me the job is 
not up for grabs in the immediate future!                                         
 

BADMINTON UPDATE 
 
Badminton Affiliation Fees 
It’s that time of year again to pay your badminton 
affiliation fee! This fee (€22.50) is due by the 31st of 
January and is payable at reception. 
 
The Mixed Championships are taking place over 
January in the GLTC 
Grade 5 & 7: Wednesday 11th January, 7:30pm 
(Entries close Tuesday 10th at 6pm) 
Grade 9: Thursday 12th January, 7.30pm (Entries 
close Wednesday 11th at 10pm) 
Grade 6 & 8: Wednesday 25th January, 7:30pm 
(Entries close Monday 23rd at 10pm) 
Grade 10: Thursday 26th January, 7.30pm (Entries 
close Tuesday 24th at 10pm) 
 
Badminton Singles Ladder 
\There will be a badminton singles ladder starting 
soon. Please keep an eye on the Badminton notice 
board for more details on this! 
 

 



 
Badminton Christmas Turkey Tournament 
Winners of the Turkey Tournament:  
Rudolphs Minders:  
Dermot Flatley and Ann McDonnell  
Christmas Crackers:  
Helen Sheehan and Mary McGrath  
Santa's Elfs: 
Caroline Kennedy and Molly Davies 
 
Thank you 
A special thank you to Joe Butler who recently did 
some painting in the Big Badminton Hall. 
 
Notice 
Please make sure all badminton courts are left as 
they are found i.e. please make sure all nets are put 
back properly and there is no litter left on or around 
the courts. 
Thank you. 
 

SQUASH UPDATE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Jennifer Hegarty 
Congrats to Jennifer Hegarty on winning a Galway 
Sport Star Award...The GLTC is very proud of you! 
(see interview on next page) 
 
Club Championships Dec 2011 
Congrats to David Noone who beat Ronan Tully in 
the Squash Club Championships last month. This is 
David’s second year in a row winning the title! 
 
Richard Hughes Squash Blitz 
There will be a squash blitz on Tuesday the 31st of 
January @ 7.30pm. Sign up at reception. 
Food, drink & prizes in the Bar afterwards! 
 
Sligo Connaught Junior Closed  
Will take place on the 28th of January in Sligo. 
Entry through Edwin Brennan. 
 
GLTC Connaught Senior Closed 
Will take place on the 4th & 5th of February. Entry 
forms available at reception. 
 

 

 
The Jennifer Hegarty Interview 

 
Jennifer Hegarty is a first year law student at 
NUIG. In February this year she captured the 
Irish National U-19 title at her home club, 
Galway Lawn Tennis Club. In the final she 
defeated Elaine Ware from Carlow 3-1.The 
athlete from Dangan Heights in Newcastle has 
had success at many sports representing 
Galway Hockey Club, Salthill Devon (on back-to-
back U-16 FAI Cup winning teams2007-08) and 
St. Michaels (she played on the Galway U-14 
team that finished runners-up to Cork in the 
All-Ireland Blitz in 2006).  She has also had 
success in tennis at Galway Lawn Tennis Club 
but it is squash that has brought her the most 
success. 
Over her junior career she has achieved many 
honours including representing Ireland on the 
U-15 Home Internationals team and winning 
the Connacht, Ulster &Munster U-15 titles in 
2007. In September 2008 she won the 
Connacht title. The 2009-10 season brought 
more success where she was runner up in the 
Connacht and Ulster junior opens as well as the 
national championships, and the winner of the 
Leinster open. Following another successful 
season she was again selected to represent 
Ireland at the under 19 European Team and 
Individual Championships in Germany. During 
the 2010 and 2011 season she was runner-up at 
the Ulster and Munster Junior Opens and of 
course her finest achievement was winning the 
national junior title in February 2011. In April 
2011 she was selected to represent Ireland at 
the under 19 European Team and Individual 
championships in Switzerland.  
Jennifer hopes to continue to build upon her 
successes at junior level by taking on the 
challenge of the Irish senior tour where a place 
on the senior national team is the prize. 
Alongside this she will play an important part in 
the NUIG intervarsity team as well as the 
Connacht senior ladies team.  
I believe that Jennifer Hegarty is a worthy 
winner of a prestigious Galway Sport star 
Award and the sky is the limit for this 
determined competitor with many more 
honours sure to follow. Her diligence and 
dedication to her sport make her a terrific role 
model for squash. 

 



 
Hi Jennifer so what does it mean to win a 
Galway Sports Star of the year Award?  
Well not knowing that I was nominated for the 
award and then winning it all came as one big 
shock. I’m delighted to have won such a big 
award it means a lot. Thanks to you and Ed who 
nominated me and made it happen.  
 
What made you pick squash as your chosen 
sport given your success in Gaelic Football and 
{ƻŎŎŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 5ŀŘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ 
interest in Tennis? 
I guess I had played gaelic, soccer and tennis 
from such a young age that I just wanted a 
change for a while but squash seemed to be 
going well so I just kept going back.   
 
Who have been your biggest influences? 
My biggest influences have been my parents, 
family, friends and coaches (Colin Whitney, 
Paul Bell, and David Noone). I don’t think I 
would have been playing squash today if it 
wasn’t for Colin who got me involved in it.  
 
What do you consider your greatest 
achievement in sport to date? 
Wining the nationals without a doubt, 
especially since it was my last Junior Nationals 
it was very special. I think a lot of people were 
shocked that I won as well as me.  I remember 
Edwin coming up to me after and saying I had 
to check the score sheet I didn’t believe it when 
I heard it …  
 
What are your future sporting ambitions? 
Well I’m going to keep training and I got invited 
to Irish senior squash squads so who knows in a 
couple of years I could make the Irish senior 
team.  I would also like to make a comeback in 
gaelic football so who knows what the future 
holds.  
 
Which squash players do you admire? 
Aisling Blake and John Rooney.  
 
Who are your other favourite sport stars? 
Ermmm that’s a good question …  
 
Why do you think that GLTC produces so many 
good young squash players and where does 
the interest come from?  

I think they produce good players because of 
the good facilities and the well organised 
sections.  
They hold a lot of one day tournaments and I 
think that attracts a lot of players to the club, it 
keeps them motivated and keen. They also hold 
a ladder on Sundays.  
 
What improvements would you like to see at 
Galway Lawn Tennis Club to promote our 
sporting facilities?  
Recruit more juniors to start all of the three 
sports at a younger age and keep them involved 
and interested for the years ahead. The club 
needs juniors for it to survive in the years 
ahead; they are the future of GLTC.   
What advice would you give to any young 
player starting out in squash?  
Just to have fun and enjoy it. It doesn’t matter 
if other juniors are beating you; if you keep 
training you will catch up with them. 
 
Congratulations Jennifer on your award and all 
the best for the future! 
 
Mike Geraghty (mgwords.com) 
 


